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military spirit of the Napoleonic age. St Simon,
in this respect anticipating Herbert Spencer, but un-
fortunately not the true course of history, proclaimed
that the world was passing from a military into an
industrial stage. He announced that the problem of
curing poverty was more important by vast and
immeasurable degrees than the conquest of territories ;
and in his works, as in those of Fourier, this problem is
handled in the broadest way. These men did not
weigh out palliatives in a grocer's scale ; they offered
to reorganize society from roof to basement. Their
horizon was not limited by the frontiers of political
economy; their economics were affiliated to laws of
progress, to cosmologies, to comprehensive, original,
and mostly very absurd speculations as to the nature
of man and the pastjtmd future of the Universe.
Nothing arrests attention more successfully than a
mixture of sound sense and paradoxical nonsense,
especially if it be subtly compounded and addressed to
the remedy of admitted evils. St Simon startled
France into serious sociology ; and the impulse, com-
municated from his writings, spread in widening circles
through the whole framework of French society.
There were Socialist songs, Socialist novelettes, Socialist
pamphlets, besides solid criticism of the old political
economy in such an organ as the Globe., and from such
pens as those of Buchez, Carnot, and Duvernier. The
most attractive programmes were put out based upon
the thinnest gauzes of visionary psychology. Cabet's
" Voyage en Icarie " depicted a Utopia governed by the
pure ethics of the gospel, in which the rich made a
voluntary renunciation of their wealth and the State
distributed commodities, not according to the aristo-
cratic principle of desert, but according to the charit-